GREATER WILLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
  1st March 2017
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IN ATTENDANCE
Councillor Tinsley, Councillor Henfrey, Councillor Graham, Councillor Carr,

 Councillor Townsend
 Councillor Cogdon, Councillor Smith, Councillor Elgie, Councillor Todd
County Councillor Gunn

Emma Mennouni, Community Services Officer 
Helen Cogdon, Town Clerk (minutes)

    1. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillor Etherington. 
Acceptance of apologies were proposed by Councillor Tinsley and seconded by Councillor Carr.
Councillor Tinsley welcomed everyone to the last meeting of the current Town Council. He thanked fellow Councillors and staff for their work over the last four years.
He said he was pleased that the work between D.C.C, G.W.T.C and County Councillor Gunn had secured £750,000 investment into the area over this term of the town council.
He said Local Authorities are increasingly expected to do more with less funding due to central government cuts. 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
    Members are reminded to update their Declaration of personal and prejudicial  

    Interest register as and when required, as soon as is reasonably possible. 

    Councillor Cogdon declared an interest in Agenda Items 10 and 11. 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
    Residents Agenda Items requested through the Clerk.

Members listened to a presentation from Rose Wedding Company who are looking to convert the former Methodist Church at Lydia Street into a home and business.

Members listened to a report from Philip Duke, Citizens Advice Durham, Outreach Advisor.
Philip said he was working in Willington thanks to funding provided by the Town Council and the County Councillors Neighbourhood Budget.

The aims of Citizens Advice are;
to ensure that individuals do not suffer through lack of knowledge of their

rights and responsibilities or of the services available to them, or through an

inability to express their needs effectively

 to exercise a responsible influence on the development of social policies and

services both locally and nationally.

The CAB Service is independent and provides free, confidential and impartial

advice to everybody regardless of race, sex, disability, sexuality or nationality.

Working with partner agencies the bureaux will:

make cab services more accessible

 provide a quality service

 represent clients’ interests

 raise the cab profile
 obtain the human and financial resources needed to achieve these goals

Philip outlined the role of CAB across the County and said that he had advised 209 clients in the first four months of the project. 
He said that with regard to issues in the parish;

57% welfare

13% debt

9% consumer

8% housing

5% employment

Other family and legal matters.

4. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 1st FEBRUARY 2017 
     Matters arising (for information only) 
The minutes of the previous Ordinary Meeting on the 1st February 2017 as printed and circulated were approved and taken as a true record.

Proposed Councillor Tinsley
Seconded Councillor Henfrey
5. TO CONSIDER NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS
10 Park Street, Willington - Single storey rear extension. No objection
11 Park Street, Willington - Single storey rear extension. No objection
60 Abbotts Green, Willington – Two storey side extension, first floor front extension and single storey rear extension. No objection
Willington Methodist Church, Lydia Street, Willington – Change of Use of Church to dwelling and Church Hall to wedding car hire and styling business and associated external alterations. No objection
6. CONFIRMATION OF OUTSTANDING PLANNING APPLICATION DECISIONS 
 26 Hill Meadows, Willington – Garage conversion to provide accessible bedroom and shower room

Approved

7. CONSIDERATION OF THE ALLOTMENT REPORT 
Councillor Graham said the council has secured iro £5,300 rental income from allotments this year. The newly introduced deposit scheme is working well.

The perimeter fencing at Springfield has been damaged. There are cockerels on site.

Plots 13 and 33 have not been gardened since last year and he recommended that if the next tenant will take them in that condition that they are let free of charge.

Vacant plots are being advertised on Notice Boards.

He asked the Community Services Officer to write to Oakenshaw Community Association about what they are doing with their garden.

 A tenant has asked to site a caravan on his allotment at Park Top. This was refused. The Clerk will write to the tenant.

There are tin sheets on allotment he requested a Notice to have them moved.

Ongoing problem with the hillside path on site some people want steps some don’t.

Agreed to defer decision on work to Park Top path and Springfield fence till June meeting.

Due to the Bird Flu epidemic Notices have been placed on all sites asking tenants to keep their poultry inside.

Councillor Graham said allotment skips would not be provided next season.

There will be a 3% increase again on the 2018/19 rent.

The report was Approved.
8. TO RECEIVE THE TOWN COUNCILLORS MONTHLY REPORT 
Councillor Carr said that the War Memorial Cross has been awarded Grade 11 listed building status via Historic England. 

He is following up on an enquiry from a resident from Manor Road about reducing the size of speed bumps for traffic calming. The road is not on a designated bus route.

Members discussed the removal of recycling bins on the Car Park.

Councillor Cogdon commented that households are supplied with a range of recycling bins which should be sufficient if used correctly.

The bins are mainly used by businesses and their removal may encourage charitable donations.

Councillor Todd said that the bins should remain.

Councillor Carr said removal of the bins should improve the broken glass situation that we have currently.

Members voted on whether to move recycling bins.
Move them 6, keep them 1, abstain 1.

Councillor Graham asked about Willington Clean Up. Councillor Tinsley said it will go ahead. All the major towns have had a Clean Up but Willington is meeting the cost of this via an A.A.P application. 

Councillor Smith said she had reported more fly tipping at the back of flats.

She suggested that double yellow lines should be drawn to stop people parking from 4.45pm onwards to use the tanning shop.

She has reported street lighting out on Colliery Road. 

Councillor Tinsley said the CCTV Cameras are now in place. CCTV was previously managed by WCA. The old cameras are being returned to them at their request.

G.W.T.C have raised £20,000 from the AAP, County Councillor Gunn and Tinsley have awarded £1500 each. £4,700 has been invested by G.W.T.C who will also be responsible for the annual maintenance cost iro £2,500 in the first year. The cameras are sited at Turtons Bookshop, G,W,T,C The Cooperatives Stores and William Hill.

The work has come in under budget so there is a possibility of increasing the number of cameras to five with another on at Rose of India. However this will increase annual maintenance costs to £2,800. This was noted.

Work has been ongoing with Beamish Museum to provide an Old King Coal Day on the 1st April 2017 for parishioners. As well as enjoying the museum, residents will be asked to take part in the mini miners gala march and see the unveiling of the restored Miners Memorial in the Band Hall.

A replica of the Memorial is being provided by Beamish for GWTC so that a copy is available in Willington. The replica will be on display at the Town Council Office.

The day will be used to launch and promote The Story of our Town project.

GWTC are making a contribution towards the tickets to increase the subsidy further for our families. Beamish are providing the transport. Tickets are normally £19 however with the Beamish and GWTC subsidy; tickets are £4.00 adults and £3.00 for children. They will be on sale from the office.
The Mining Disaster will also be commemorated on its anniversary on the 13th April 2017 by the lighting of the beacon at 8pm.
     9. TO RECEIVE THE COUNTY COUNCILLORS MONTHLY REPORT 
County Councillor Gunn said it was good to talk about success. A job rescue with Hitachi has secured 1,200 jobs.

The redevelopment of the Durham river banks is also providing jobs.

Operation Spruce up has been rolled out across Durham.

The visitor attractions at Lumiere and Kynren continue to be well received.

D.C.C have won an Environmental Campaign of the year award based around work on fly tipping. This is for educational work in the community, use of cameras and prosecution.
County Councillor Tinsley said there will be a new Playground at Sunnybrow the County Councillors have secured £40,000 to pay for the scheme.

He said that since 2010 D.C.C have had to save half a billion pounds due to austerity cuts. There are to be further cuts of up to thirty million.

    10. TO APPROVE THE BANK RECONCILLIATION

      The Clerk tabled the financial report.

The Bank Reconciliation at 1st February 2017 had a starting balance of £9,683.66 there were credits of £120.00 and debits of £9558.93 leaving an end balance on the 28th February 2017 of £244.73   
Proposed Councillor Tinsley

Seconded Councillor Carr
11. TO APPROVE THE BUDGET REPORT  
The Clerk said the budget for 2016/2017 is now £120,079.60.
Expenditure to date is £83,265.52 and there are committed costs of £9,831.07 leaving an available resource on budget of £26,983.01. 
Proposed Councillor Carr
Seconded Councillor Henfrey  
12. TO CONSIDER COMMUNITY FUND APPLICATIONS 
Willington Disabled Club have applied for £500 towards running costs.

The total annual cost for room hire is £1300.00.

Proposed Councillor Henfrey
Seconded Councillor Todd
Willington Football Club have applied for £500 towards ongoing pitch and facilities maintenance.

The total annual cost is £1900.

Proposed Councillor Tinsley
Seconded Councillor Henfrey
Willington CHI TaekwonDo have applied for £500 towards matting and training equipment.
The total annual cost is £1000.

Proposed Councillor Carr

Seconded Councillor Todd 

County Durham Darts have asked for sponsorship. GWTC will have a page in each programme and the logo on the players shirts.

Proposed Councillor Tinsley

Seconded Councillor Henfrey

Agreed £250 and are to approach the council on an annual basis to secure further investment.
13. TO CONSIDER CIVIC FUND APPLICATIONS
None received.

  14.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS (for information only)
Councillor Tinsley thanked the people of the parish, fellow Councillors, County Councillor Gunn and staff for their work over the last four years which had resulted in significant inward investment.

Councillor Gunn said it had been a pleasure and a privilege to work with Councillor Tinsley and experience the excellent teamwork demonstrated by the town council.

Councillor Smith said she would like to thank Councillor Tinsley.

Councillor Graham said he would like to thank County Councillor Gunn for her comprehensive reports, his fellow Councillors and Councillor Tinsley and Councillor Henfrey for putting Willington on the map.       
15.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

       Wednesday 10th May 2017 at 6.30pm
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Signed by the Chairman ................................................................

10th May 2017

